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A Play Outside a Play 

Manuel Puig, Kiss of the Spider Woman 

What is Puig’s purpose in adding scientific and psychological descriptions of 

homosexual and bisexual natures outside of the main body of his novel Kiss of the 

Spider Woman? For a text that expresses itself primarily as a dialogue between two cell 

mates in an Argentinean prison, the inclusion of the footnotes distracts the narrative 

flow of the page. While Valentin and Molina represent the effects of political and sexual 

repression in society, respectively, the footnotes appear to take on a third “voice” that is 

meant to establish an internal dialogue between the text and the reader. It is important 

to note that this third “voice” is not entirely reliable either, as Puig includes evidence 

from a made up scientific source. This unreliability mirrors the fact that both Molina and 

Valentin are constantly betraying or manipulating each other throughout the novel. Puig 

is using the footnotes to impose a particular interpretation of the reasoning that leads up 

to the sex scene in the novel. Keep in mind that his justification for the unnaturalness of 

exclusively heterosexual behavior is what Puig wants the reader to believe in order to 

understand why Molina and Valentin have sex. Yet this does not necessarily mean that 

both characters share an aspect of multiple sexual identities. For Valentin, it was a 

means to an end. It allowed him to gain Molina’s trust at a level that would allow him to 

send Molina to his death on the off chance that it may lead to his escape. It is also 

significant that the last footnotes are right before the sex scene, as this allows the 
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reader to respond to Puig’s messages by either creating their own interpretation of the 

action, or to blindly follow his structured path. 
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