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The majority of the texts that we have read in this class share a common interest 

in the oppressed, the forgotten, and the often silenced perspectives of the marginalized 

and the rebellious. If history is written by the victors, then is it possible to preserve 

accurate accounts of these viewpoints? Eduardo Galeano’s text often references the 

action of information control and suppression by the government (according to Galeano, 

governments are constantly declaring that things “don’t exist”). Yet Century of the Wind 

is a perfect example of an alternative history that has broken free from the government 

control that he is critiquing. The best representation of this struggle lies early on in the 

novel in the section “The Government Decides That Reality Doesn’t Exist” (Galeano 6). 

Not only does the section title relate the silliness of the proclamation, but it also provides 

evidence for the idea that governments (especially totalitarian or dictatorial regimes) 

believe that they are in total control of the flow of information. They want the people to 

believe what they tell them to, and they use the people to control the people. It is the 

voice of the town crier that they hear, not that of President Manuel Estrada Cabrera, 

whose only presence is his signature on the “proclamation,” while he sits safely away 

from the heart of the disaster (Galeano 6). This relationship between what the 

government is telling the people, and what they can clearly observe is an allegory to the 

struggle that Galeano must face in order to reach his audience with Century of the 
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Wind. Not only must he face ridiculous governmental restraints (he was exiled) on the 

distribution of his works, but he, like the town crier, must speak his “proclamation” in the 

face of what everyone else can “clearly see”- the established historical doctrine in place 

before his novel was even written. 
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